
Greetings WYV families 
 Thank you all for supporting your children at Choir this year — it has been a year of 

some great musical highs, with fun along the way!  
The performances at Rita Angus and Malvina Major last week were occasions where we 

saw the young singers express not only their love for the gorgeous music they were performing 
to very appreciative audiences, but their warm and touching conversations with the Village 
residents. We are always proud of them! Please see photos below. 

  
WYV Music team update 

 On the last choir day we all said farewell to Anya Nazaruk, who after 4 years with the 
Choir is stepping down to concentrate on her busy life as a Music HOD and a mother. She will 
be much missed for her top notch musicality, for her attention to detail and for her versatility as 
a conductor, vocal coach and pianist. The children had a chance to farewell her with messages 
and flowers, and I know you will all wish her well. It was a tough decision for her to make. 

 However, we can now welcome MARK STAMPER as new WYV Music Director for 
2019. Mark Stamper (born in North Carolina, US) comes to WYV with an impressive range of 
training and experience. As a pianist, conductor and music director he has worked with many 
big Broadway productions in the States, and has directed a number of prestigious overseas 
children’s and adult choirs across many genres. Mark now lives in Wellington with his partner, 
where he is the Artistic Director/Founder of the professional choir, Inspirare, directs the 
Wellington College and Queen Margaret College Chorales, and directs two community choirs: 
SYLO and FilCoro. Mark’s impressive CV is below. 

 WYV is extremely lucky to be able to attract a MD of this calibre, and 2019 is looking 
very exciting indeed for WYV singers. (Mark will be writing all 2019 families in the New Year). 

Jo Hodgson will be the WYV Vocal Coach, and will continue to do some conducting, as 
will versatile Rosemary Russell, who is our accompanist. 

 At this stage of the year your plans for 2019 may not be clear, but when they are, we 
would appreciate hearing from you as to whether or not your child is continuing in the Choir. 

  
The first day back is Monday February 11th, when auditions for new singers will take place. 
If you know of anyone who is keen, then please ask them to get in touch. 

  
Warm season’s greetings to you all. 

Judy McKoy 
WYV Chair – on behalf of the WYV team. 
www.wellingtonyoungvoices.org.nz 
Mob: 021 2639844 

http://www.wellingtonyoungvoices.org.nz/




Mark L. Stamper, a native of South Carolina, began his piano study at the age of three and 
eventually expanded his musical interests to include choral music. He received a Bachelor of Music 
degree in Piano Performance from Winthrop University in 1986 where he studied with Dr. Eugene 
Barban. In 1989, Mr. Stamper was awarded a Master of Music degree with a concentration in Choral 
Conducting from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas where he was 
the Assistant Conductor of the Oratorio Chorus. 
 
He has been awarded the Silver Medal at the Concours International de la Musique and the Best 
Performance of a Modern Work during the International Piano Competition for Outstanding 
Amateurs in Boston. 
 
Mr. Stamper made his operatic conducting debut when he was granted the honor of being the first 
Conductor Apprentice to conduct an opera, Cavalleria Rusticana, with orchestra. He worked under 
the direction of Maestro William Weibel, a former conductor of the Metropolitan Opera in New 
York. Mr. Stamper also conducted Cosi fan Tutte with the South Florida Opera Company and The 
Gondoliers with Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts. In 2006-2007, he was the Principal Accompanist 
for La Bohème and Madame Butterfly with the Fort Worth Opera. Then in 2008, Mr. Stamper was the 
Chorus Master for Lucia di Lammermoor and Of Mice and Men, where his chorus received great reviews 
from the critics.  
 
Among some of the Broadway productions Mr. Stamper has served as Musical Director and 
Accompanist are The Music Man, Bye, Bye Birdie, The Fantastiks, The Sound of Music, Into the Woods, Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying, The King and 
I, Chess, Kiss Me Kate, My Fair Lady, The Sound of Music, Rent, Chicago, She Loves Me, 42nd Street, Rocky 
Horror Picture Show, Footloose, and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. 
 
With conducting experience widespread among many genres of music, Mr. Stamper's depth includes 
ballet, choral, opera, orchestral, and musicals. His love for music is exemplified through his working in 
various performance mediums, as well as various genres. His choirs have consistently received accolades 
from critics and judges, attained superior ratings at festivals, and have been featured as an honor choir at 
American Choral Directors Association conventions. 
 
He has held appointments as Associate Artistic Director with the Texas Boys Choir, Artistic 
Director of The Women's Chorus of Dallas, Artistic Director of The Singing Girls of Texas, and 
Principal Accompanist of the Turtle Creek Chorale. His most recent posts include being the Music 
Director for the Theater program at Metropolitan State University and Artistic Director of the 
Northland Chorale and Colorado Repertory Singers.  
 
Mark now lives in Wellington, New Zealand with his partner where he is the Artistic 
Director/Founder of the professional choir, Inspirare, directs the Wellington College and Queen 
Margaret College Chorales, and directs two community choirs: SYLO and FilCoro. 

 


